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Film and food feast

September
UUnnttiill 1133tthh OOccttoobbeerr:: Original St
Ninian’s Isle Treasure on display.

UUnnttiill 2299tthh SSeepptteemmbbeerr:: EExxhhiibbiittiioonn ––
‘‘PPllaassttiicc BBeeaacchh’’ bbyy RRoobbeerrtt
CCaalllleennddeerr.. Plastic collected off
remote beaches is recreated by
hand to form this unique art
installation. 

2277tthh:: SStt NNiinniiaann’’ss IIssllee TTrreeaassuurree
FFuunn DDaayy,, 11am-4pm, Silver
making demonstrations by
Shetland Jewellery. Try your hand
at being an archaeologist. Have a
go at silver embossing, get up
close and handle the replica
treasure, with a curator on hand
to quiz!

October
BBiigg DDrraaww:: See local press and our
website for details of adult and
family events.

44tthh OOccttoobbeerr--33rrdd NNoovveemmbbeerr::
EExxhhiibbiittiioonn –– ‘‘EEnneerrggyy:: NNoorrtthh SSeeaa
PPoorrttrraaiittss’’ bbyy aarrttiisstt FFiioonnnnaa
CCaarrlliissllee.. Twenty four portraits of
people involved in all aspects the
oil industry at a critical moment in
its history.

33rrdd--1122tthh:: CCooookkeerryy bbooookk aappppeeaall..

99tthh:: FFiillmm –– BBaabbeettttee''ss FFeeaasstt.. Doors
7.00pm showing 7.30pm.

1111tthh:: FFiillmm –– BBaassttiinnaaddoo SSaallssaa..
Doors 7.00pm, Directors'
introduction 7.30pm, Showing
7.45pm, Directors'
Talk/Discussion, 8.30pm, Taste
the Movie 9.00pm-10.00pm.

1111tthh--2266tthh:: SScchhooooll hhoolliiddaayy
pprrooggrraammmmee.. See local press for
details of workshops

1122tthh:: FFiillmm –– RRaattaattoouuiillllee.. Family
lunch showing. Doors 2.00pm
showing 2.30pm. Film only or
Film & Food tickets available.
Lunch sittings at 12pm-1.15pm
and 1.15pm-2.00pm.

3300tthh:: TToomm HHeennddeerrssoonn MMeemmoorriiaall
LLeeccttuurree.. Lecture by Professor
Jørn Øyrehagen Sunde, from the
University of Bergen.

AAllll eevveennttss aarree hheelldd aatt tthhee
SShheettllaanndd MMuusseeuumm aanndd AArrcchhiivveess,,
uunnlleessss ootthheerrwwiissee ssttaatteedd.. TThheerree
mmaayy bbee aa cchhaarrggee ffoorr ssoommee eevveennttss..
FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, pphhoonnee
0011559955 669955005577 oorr ccoommee iinn..

What’s On Guide

Winter Opening Hours
Starting 13th September

Museum:
Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 12pm-5pm

Archives opening times:
Monday-Friday 10am-4.30pm, Saturday 10am-1pm,
Sunday closed

Hay’s Dock Restaurant Café:
Daytime: Monday-Saturday 10:30am-5pm,
Sunday 12pm-5pm
Evenings: Thursday-Saturday 7.00pm-late, last orders 9pm.
To book, phone 01595 741569

Film and food lovers can enjoy a feast of
entertainment over the weekend 9th-11th
October. The Museum and Archives will host
a variety of events during October’s Shetland
Food Festival.

Hay’s Dock Café Restaurant will have daily
Shetland specials and there will be a unique
evening menu based on the book Cookery for
Northern Wives.

There will be three food related films
showing too – see the What’s On Guide for
details of the film events.

Also as part of the festival the Archives
will be having a Shetland cook book appeal,
to help add to their collections. The Archives
have a small selection of recipes and are
keen to collect more. Cookery and recipe
books give an insight into the types of food
available at different times, and how people
prepared it.

“We have a very small collection of recipe books,
and are sure there must be many more out there. We
are looking for books which have a clear Shetland
connection,” said Assistant Archivist Joanne Wishart.
“They might have been written by a Shetlander, or
published in Shetland, and can be of any age. We also
are interested in unpublished recipe books.”

If you have a book which might be of interest to the
archives, please bring it along or contact the archives;
details are on the back page. For more information on
the festival visit www.shetlandfoodfestival.com

The Shetland Food Festival, and the cookery book
appeal, run from 3rd-12th October. 

CChheeff MMiikkee SSkkiinnnneerr wwiillll ccooookk uupp aa ffeeaasstt dduurriinngg tthhee SShheettllaanndd FFoooodd FFeessttiivvaall..

          



Four female staff members of the inn at Sandwater,
Weisdale, had their picture taken outside the
premises, sometime in the 1920s.
Do you know who any of the women are?
We would like to add their names to our
photographic database: http://photos.shetland-
museum.org.uk/index.php. If you have any
information, please contact Ian Tait or Tommy Watt
at the Museum, details are on the back page.

Give us
a clue!

Two new donations to the Archives are diaries by Shetlanders of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Douglas Bain, formerly of Lerwick,
kept a detailed journal while at school in the 1950s. He has transcribed,
annotated and even indexed it, and has given us the result. It is a vivid
account of a young man’s life in the town at that date, with copious
material about his school career and hobbies, his reading, and even his
diet. 

The other volumes are diaries of Catherine Irvine (1844-1907), one
of Shetland’s little-known women intellectuals. Irvine spoke perfect
German, and translated various German texts into English. She
travelled extensively, and the diaries, from the 1870s, are accounts of
her forays abroad.
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New archives donations

CCaatthheerriinnee IIrrvviinnee’’ss ppaassssppoorrtt ttoo ttrraavveell oonn tthhee CCoonnttiinneenntt,, ddaatteedd 11887788..

You can only appreciate if an artefact is unusual, if
you’ve seen enough of them to know what a typical one
looks like, if you get my drift. But that is harder when
dealing with a koli mould, because they are very rare in
any form. John Ratter, from Foula, has kindly donated a
mould that is different to any other that is known. A koli
was the traditional Shetland lamp, a two-piece iron
object, comprising an upper and lower pan, with a hook
to hang it by. It was a truly indigenous product, and even
the tools to make it were home-made. Iron was heated
in a forge and tapped into shape in a matrix – the koli
mould – shaped like the lamp pan, and made of stone.

The museum
has four of
these, all of
sandstone, one
of which is seen
on display.
This latest
mould is iron,
being a pan
shape, and a
billet that fits
into it, with a lug
for the
blacksmith to
grip with his
tongs. It
belonged to
Andrew
Umphray (1898-
1977), but is
probably older
than his time. It
was quite rusty,
but now looks
perfect after
conservation.

DDrr IIaann TTaaiitt
CCuurraattoorr ooff

CCoolllleeccttiioonnss

TTeemmppoorraarryy aassssiissttaanntt LLaauurriiee
GGooooddllaadd wwhhoo ccoonnsseerrvveedd tthhee kkoollii
mmoouulldd..

Rare blacksmith’s
tool discovered



STAFF PROFILE

John Hunter,
Exhibitions Officer
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GGrraanndd ooppeenniinnggss aabboouunndd!!
The Papa Stour History Group celebrated the grand
opening of the stofa at Da Biggins on Wednesday,
20th August. About 100 people attended the event,
including representatives from organisations in
Norway who helped with funding and expertise in
Norse style reconstruction. The Papa Stour Sword
Dance was performed and a huge celebratory buffet
lunch was greatly enjoyed by all.

In the same week, the Bressay History Group
launched the reconstruction of the Cruester Burnt
Mound, now situated next to the Bressay Heritage
Centre. The Bronze Age structure had been relocated
from its original position further up the coast to save
it from eventual erosion. A large number of people
attended the day-long event on Saturday, 23rd
August, which included pottery-making, spinning, and
demonstrations using the burnt mound system,
including a turf-hut sauna.

Both reconstructions are outside and may be
visited at any time. Information panels are available at
the Papa Stour site, and are due for installation at the
Bressay site over the winter.

IInntteerrpprreettaattiioonn WWoorrkksshhoopp
About 20 people from community heritage groups,
the Shetland Museum and Archives and Shetland
Amenity Trust attended a one-day workshop on
heritage interpretation, organised by Carol
Christiansen, Community Museums Officer of
Shetland Museum and Archives. John Veverka
presented many ideas about displays, object
captions, and brochures. Further information
can be obtained by visiting Mr. Veverka’s website:
www.heritageinterp.com. If you have ideas for more
workshops, please contact Carol at the Museum;
details on the back page.

MMGGSS 22000088--22000099 TTrraaiinniinngg PPrrooggrraammmmee
Museums Galleries Scotland’s new training
programme is out now, offering a wide range of
courses such as collection care, oral history basics,
and copyright issues. Travel bursaries for members
of smaller, independent museums are available. See
http://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk or
contact Lucy Adams at 0131 550 4100 for more
information.

NNeeww SSPPEECCTTRRUUMM vvoolluummee
The Collections Trust has published a new guide for
collections management called Documentation: a
practical guide. It is intended to help museums with
the SPECTRUM standard, and includes information
on object entry, cataloguing, and other aspects of
collections documentation. To view a sample of the
book, visit www.collectionstrust.org.uk/books. For
more information, contact the Collections Trust on
01223 316028.

COMMUNITY
HERITAGE NEWS

JJoohhnn iinn ffrroonntt ooff tthhee FFiisshheerrmmaann’’ss MMiissssiioonn ffooccuuss ddiissppllaayy ccaassee..

JJoohhnn hhaass bbeeeenn wwiitthh tthhee
MMuusseeuumm aanndd AArrcchhiivveess ffoorr
nneeaarrllyy aa yyeeaarr.. HHee ttrraaiinneedd aass aa
ssccuullppttoorr aanndd wwoorrkkeedd aatt
EEddiinnbbuurrgghh AArrtt CCoolllleeggee.. JJoohhnn
lliivveess iinn AAiitthh wwiitthh hhiiss ppaarrttnneerr
aanndd ttwwoo cchhiillddrreenn..

QQ.. WWhhaatt ddooeess yyoouurr jjoobb iinnvvoollvvee??

A. I’m mainly involved in
developing an exhibition
programme for Da Gadderie as
well as planning Focus Displays.
It can take over a year of
preparation for a month’s
exhibition in Da Gadderie. 

QQ.. WWhhaatt aassppeecctt ooff iitt ddoo yyoouu eennjjooyy
tthhee mmoosstt??

A. It’s really the diversity and
variety that’s interesting. On a
typical day I can be working on
the layout for a Focus Display,
designing panels for a temporary

exhibition, meeting an artist
about their forthcoming show
and at some point, hopefully
fitting in a tea break. 

QQ.. WWhhaatt hhaass bbeeeenn tthhee bbeesstt oobbjjeecctt
tthhaatt yyoouu’’vvee wwoorrkkeedd wwiitthh ssoo ffaarr
aanndd wwhhyy??

A. Having trained as a sculptor I
appreciate the tactile qualities of
objects. I also have an interest in
archaeology and am in a fairly
unique position to be able to
handle fantastic objects in the
Museum collections. Putting
together the display for the
airport at Sumburgh gave me
the opportunity to look closely at
a 5000 year old ‘Shetland’ felsite
knife. These are incredibly thin
and were made with stone tools.
I tried working with a piece of
felsite and soon realised many
man hours were needed to make
one knife.
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Get in touch
We are keen to include contributions from anyone who has something interesting 
to share about Shetland’s heritage. Deadline for the next issue is Friday 10th October.
If you would like to stock our newsletter or distribute copies to your group, let us know.

Email: info@shetlandmuseumandarchives.org.uk Telephone: 01595 695057 Fax: 01595 696729

Post: Newsletter, Shetland Museum and Archives, Hay’s Dock, Lerwick, Shetland ZE1 0WP

TThhiiss ppaaggee iiss ddeeddiiccaatteedd ttoo rreesseeaarrcchh oonn aallll aassppeeccttss ooff SShheettllaanndd’’ss hhiissttoorryy aanndd hheerriittaaggee.. CCoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss aarree wweellccoommee.. 

Shetland is famous for its Iron Age and Viking
archaeology. But not much attention has been devoted
to some other important moments in our past. No one,
for instance, has investigated the sites where German
merchants conducted and monopolised trade in the
islands between 1450 and 1710. That is about to
change.

For the past few years Mark Gardiner, from Queen’s
University Belfast, and Natascha Mehler, of the
University of Vienna, have been surveying and
excavating German merchants’ bases in Iceland.
German traders flocked to Iceland and Shetland every
year to trade with the inhabitants for fish. In June
Mark came to Shetland to lecture on their discoveries,
and while here he looked at the scope for further
archaeological work. 

He visited the site at Gunnister Voe in Northmavine
called Hagrie’s Bød. It has always been remembered
that the small promontory with that name had been
the Shetland base of a German merchant, but not
many people know how well-documented the site is.
In 1582 Earl Robert Stewart gave Simon ‘Hagarskale’,
a gift of ‘the port of Gunyesettervo’, and the right to
trade there. Simon Hagarskale, who appears in other
documents as ‘Harratstay’ and even ‘Hagerstay’, was
a merchant from Hamburg. His unfamiliar name,

Harriestede in German, became ‘Hagrie’ in
Northmavine, and it has stuck to the place where he
traded.

Simon came to Gunnister Voe, on and off, for 20
years. He came in a small ship, owned by the Hamburg
merchant Hans Meier, with a crew of about ten. In due
course his son, also Simon, travelled with him. But
Shetlanders kept firm control of the German trade by
granting or withholding licences for it, and as the 17th
century dawned they noticed that Simon wasn’t coming
to Gunnister every year. That was bad news for the local
community, because people got to depend on the
Germans and their trade. So a local court discussed
Simon’s situation, and on 21 July 1602 they decided to
move him from Gunnister Voe to Papa Stour, where
they thought he could be more useful, and fill a gap in
provision. Simon protested, but in vain.

So we know exactly when Simon and his colleagues
were trading at Hagrie’s Bød: from 1582 to 1602.
Archaeologists don’t usually have such precise dates
for their sites! At first sight there isn’t much of Simon’s
‘port’ left: some rows of stone on a small peninsula. On
the adjacent shingly beach, however, there is a semi-
circle of large stones, and Ian Tait of the Shetland
Museum and Archives has speculated that it may be
the remains of a large ‘noost’, where Simon’s
customers, bringing him their fish, secured their boats.

We know quite a lot about Shetland’s trade with
Germany from documents. What we have lacked so far
is an archaeological survey and excavation of a booth.
We are looking forward to hearing what Mark and
Natascha find at Gunnister Voe.

BBrriiaann SSmmiitthh
SShheettllaanndd AArrcchhiivviisstt

MMaarrkk GGaarrddiinneerr aanndd NNaattaasscchhaa MMeehhlleerr wwiillll bbee pplleeaasseedd ttoo sseeee
vviissiittoorrss aatt HHaaggrriiee’’ss BBøødd oonn WWeeddnneessddaayy,, 1100tthh SSeepptteemmbbeerr.. TThhee
ssiittee iiss oonn tthhee nnoorrtthh ssiiddee ooff tthhee vvooee..

MMaarrkk GGaarrddiinneerr vviissiittss HHaaggrriiee’’ss BBøødd..

MMaarrkk GGaarrddiinneerr wwiitthh HHaaggrriiee’’ss BBøødd iinn tthhee bbaacckkggrroouunndd.. IIss tthhee
ssttrruuccttuurree oonn tthhee bbeeaacchh aa llaarrggee nnoooosstt??

Excavation of a
16th century bød
at Gunnister Voe


